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A NOTE ON TEE TEMPEST. 

The Shakespeare editors and glossarists are still 
in doubt as to the meaning of the words ' pioned ' 
and ' twilled ' in the following passage from The 
Tempest (iv, 1. 60-67) : 

" Ceres, most bounteous lady, thy rich leas, 
Of wheat, rye, barley, fetches, oats, and pease ; 
Thy turfy mountains, where live nibbling sheep, 
And flat meads thatch' d with stover, them to keep ; 
Thy banks with pioned and twilled brims, 
Which spongy April at thy best betrims, 
To make cold nymphs chaste crowns — " 

The easy way out of the difficulty, assuming ' 'error 
of the press, ' ' has, as usual, been tried. ' ' Throw 
out the 'w' of 'twilled' and we have 'tilled.'" 
' Tulip' d,' 'lilied,' 'willowed,' are other sug- 
gested emendations. Dr. Furness, after devoting 
nearly six pages (pp. 195-201), of the Variorum 
to proposed explanations, says : "I doubt if there 
be any corruption in this line which calls for 
change. We have simply lost the meanings of 
words which were perfectly intelligible to Shake- 
speare's audience." The most recent editors, as 
those of the Arden and the Temple editions, 
either satisfy themselves with quoting the earlier 
editors, or, as Dyce ( Glossary, revised by Little- 
dale), discreetly omit. 

A digest of the explanations offered places 
them in two groups. The first group includes 
those explanations that interpret 'pioned' and 
'twilled' as covered with flowers: 'pioned' 
equivalent to "overgrown with peonies," that is, 
the marsh-marigold, and 'twilled' as 'grown up 
in reeds. ' Provincial words are cited in support 
of these meanings. The second group contains 
those explanations that would interpret 'pioned' 
as 'dug' or 'trenched,' and 'twilled' as 'ridged,' 
and fit these interpretations into the passage in 
various ways. 

The explanations of the first group are now 
virtually abandoned. The NED. says of 'pioned' : 
"The meaning of 'pioned' in the Shaks. passage 
has been much disputed. . . . (The conjecture 
overgrown with marsh -marigolds ... is not sup- 
ported by any sense of peony known to Britten 
and Holland, Eng. Plant Names, or to Eng. Dial. 
Diet.')." Skeat under ' twill ' says : "Twilled in 
The Tempest is yet unexplained." 



